
The Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety, Protocol on Biosafety, 

Customs Officers and LMO 

‘Quick-links’



It obliges Parties to take necessary 

measures to require that living 

modified organisms that are subject to 

intentional transboundary movement 

are handled, packaged and transported 

under conditions of safety.

Article 18 of the Biosafety Protocol concerns the handling, transport, 

packaging and identification of living modified organisms.

Article 18 and subsequent decisions by 

the governing body of the Protocol 

also specify information to be included 

in documentation that accompanies 

living modified organisms for 

identification purposes.



Accordingly, in order to identify living modified organisms, the 

documentation accompanying their transboundary movement should 

include, among other information:

• the namesnames of the organisms

• the intended useintended use of the organisms 

(for direct use as food, feed, or for 

processing; for contained use; for 

intentional introduction into the 

environment)environment)

• their unique identifiersunique identifiers (an 

alphanumeric code assigned by 

developers to the different varieties 

of living modified plants they 

develop and that are approved for 

commercial use)

• information on how to access the 

Biosafety ClearingBiosafety Clearing--HouseHouse



Customs officers have a role to play in inspecting the documentation 

accompanying living modified organisms. They need to: 

• verify that the documentation 

corresponds to the actual goods in 

the shipment,

• check whether their country has • check whether their country has 

approved or not disallowed the 

import of the living modified 

organism, as appropriate, and

• ensure that the documentation is 

complete and meets the applicable 

identification requirements 

specified in the Protocol and 

domestic law.



The Secretariat has developed the LMO quick-links tool 

to assist in the identification of living modified 

organisms in documentation accompanying their 

transboundary movement.



LMO quick-links are also intended to facilitate the work 

of customs officers by providing clear identification of 

living modified organisms and easy access to the 

Biosafety Clearing-House where customs officers can 

view the decision of their country on the import of the 

organism, as appropriate.



The LMO quick-links are small image files that can be 

easily included in documentation accompanying living 

modified organisms for the purpose of providing 

information on a specific living modified organism.



The LMO quick-links identify a living modified organism 

through the organism’s unique identifier, trade name 

and a link to the online Biosafety Clearing-House where 

more information on the LMO is available.



The page of the Biosafety Clearing-House on the specific 

living modified organism can be easily accessed by either 

scanning the barcode or by typing the URL in a web 

browser.



To use the barcode in the LMO 

quick-link, you will need a barcode 

reader linked to a computer with an 

internet connection.

Ensure the cursor is in the address bar of your web browser. Then 

scan the barcode and you will be taken to...



... the page of the Biosafety Clearing-House 

on the living modified organism.on the living modified organism.



By accessing the Biosafety Clearing-House page on the LMO, 

customs officers and other border control officials can see 

what decisions their country has taken regarding that LMO.



In this example, we can see that China has approved the 

import of  MON810 – YieldGard maize  for direct use as 

food or feed, or for processing without conditions.



Article 18 and subsequent decisions by the 

governing body of the Protocol also 

specify information to be included in 

documentation that accompanies living 

modified organisms for identification 

purposes.

While inclusion of identification 

information in documentation 

accompanying living modified 

organisms is required by the 

Biosafety Protocol, the use of LMO 

quick-links to meet this purposes.quick-links to meet this 

requirement is not obligatory.



Article 18 and subsequent decisions by the 

governing body of the Protocol also 

specify information to be included in 

documentation that accompanies living 

modified organisms for identification 

purposes.

The governing body of the Protocol has 

adopted a decision in which it invites 

Parties, other Governments and 

relevant organizations to use the LMO 

quick-links when making reference to a 

living modified organism. 
purposes.

living modified organism. 

It will be up to shippers to decide 

whether they wish to use LMO quick-

links or countries to mandate their use.



The LMO quick-links were launched in September 2010 

and since then, the Secretariat has been raising 

awareness of their availability.

They are available from the Resources section of the 

Biosafety Clearing-House at:

http://bch.cbd.int/resources/quicklinks.shtml


